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Freshman week, 1972 


Live broadcast from Holder Courtyard. 
David Kurman ‘75 (left), Moe Rubenzahl ‘74 (seated), 
and Bob Baker ‘73 (far right). Others unknown. 


University Archives, WPRB Records, box 9, folder 16. 


WPRB 


A Haven 
for the 
Creative Impulse 


An exhibition of documents, 
photographs, memorabilia, 
and audio celebrating 75 years 


of Princeton's campus radio station. 


License plate from the WPRB car, a silver Volkswagon Rabbit, 1980s. 


The student-run radio station we now know as WPRB crackled to life on 
December 15th of 1940. Its signal emanated from a makeshift studio in 
Pyne Hall, and was powered by an assortment of self-built broadcast 
components scattered covertly throughout the campus. At the helm of 
this bold undertaking was H. Grant Theis ‘42, a creative tinkerer who was 
fascinated with emerging broadcast technologies. Theis understood radio’s 
rapid ascent in popularity, and why it quickly eclipsed all other modes of 
communication as a shaper of public opinion. Quoting American journalist 
Raymond Gram Swing in the December 1940 issue of The Nassau Literary 
Review, Theis noted that, in contrast to print formats, “radio adds two 
important qualities—sound and feeling.” 


Now celebrating its 75th year of broadcasting, WPRB has grown from those 
curious beginnings to a powerhouse of community radio. At its core, the 
station is still a celebration of sound and feeling, and has become one of 

the most unlikely outlets for creative expression on campus. With an FM 
broadcast footprint that covers a large swath of New Jersey and Philadelphia, 
along with a global online listenership, accolades from outside the campus 
gates have always inspired WPRB's most dedicated student and community 
volunteers. This year, we look back at 75 remarkable years of sound, feeling, 


and creative expression on the airwaves. 


—Mike Lupica, WPRB Educational Advisor 


WPRU Engineers 


Date unknown. 


Princeton Gets the Air 


By Henry Grant Theis ‘42 
The Nassau Literary Review, November 1940 


When you buy a radio you expect two things for your 
money—entertainment and information. Perhaps you 
want the concise news interpretations of a Kaltenborn, a 
Swing, or a Thomas; perhaps the humor of a Benny, an 
Allen, or even a Cantor. With a twist of the radio dial you 
can turn from the music of Beethoven to that of Glen 
Miller, or vice versa; from lengthy invitations to visit your 
nearest credit clothier, to the latest mishap of the heroine 
of a “soap-opera’; from music to words and back again. If 
you seek information your radio will give you flash-news, 
stock market prices, election returns, weather reports, 
and so forth ad infinitum. The choice is yours. 

Radio is the modern medium of communication. In 
a surprisingly few years it has become the greatest molder 
of public opinion in the world today. It has revolutionized 
election technique. Through it charity appeals have 
found a stronger voice. For many it is the sole source of 
information and entertainment, and the only way to keep 
abreast of the swift tide of the world events. Franklin 
Roosevelt has said, “It is the simplest and most effective 
method of reaching the people.” 

Radio broadcasting, like all things, is sometimes 
good and sometimes bad. Are there criteria for judging 
radio programs? If the listener were ever to stop and 
analyze or judge a program (a thing which he never does), 
he might very well do so on the basis of three questions, 
namely: what is the objective of the program, is the 
objective achieved, and how well is it achieved? Truly, 
there would be as many different answers as listeners, for 
in the last analysis taste is the only real basis for program- 
judging. The wide diversification of tastes throughout the 
United States is caused, naturally, by the differences in age, 
occupation, income, and geographical strata. 

Generally speaking, Princetonians are in the same 
age bracket, they have a common background, they 
have mutual interests, and they are all occupied with the 
same thing—education. If this is true, then they have, 
comparatively speaking, similar tastes and interests. In 
radio programs, Princetonians like to hear good music 


whether it be swing or classical (with emphasis on the 
swing). They prefer Jan Savitt to Orren Tucker, Debussy 
to Bach. They like to listen to music for the simple 
pleasure of just listening. They like to hear about the 
state of the world as it changes from day to day—news, 
commentaries, discussions of topics immediately affecting 
them. They listen to the news bulletins of Trans-Radio, to 
Raymond Gram Swing'’s analyses of the days’ events, and 
sometimes to the American Forum of the Air, Invitation 
to Learning, and Town Meeting. But within the students’ 
group of favorite programs, there is one thing lacking— 
broadcasts about events and people with which they are 
immediately familiar. 

There is, then, a place for a radio station in and 
for Princeton. We who have organized the Princeton 
Broadcasting Service and its station, WPRU, want to 
supplement the list of Princeton program-favorites 
with broadcasts which will have a peculiarly “Princeton” 
appeal—the music students like, information about the 
University and its many extracurricular activities, news 
about fellow Princetonians and what they are thinking, 
saying, and doing. Commercial announcements will be 
limited to the beginning and end of each program. And 
all this is directed toward the attainment of the goal 
of WPRU: to serve as an added stimulus to Princeton 
and its students, to familiarize Princetonians with those 
aspects of University life of which they may not be wholly 
aware, and thus to produce a more coordinated and 
unified University family. WPRU will also be a medium 
for expression and an outlet for those interested in the 
various phases of broadcasting. In this way WPRU will 
fill a definite need in Princeton. 

In a university, where the students glean the greatest 
amount of their information from the printed page, 
an undergraduate broadcasting service can be a new, 
stimulating, and vital force for education. The written 
account, according to Raymond Gram Swing, “... is as 
flat as a paper doll, whereas radio adds two important 
qualities—sound and feeling.” 


Henry Theis, interested in radio for eight years, worked 
since a freshman to organize a Princeton broadcasting 
station to join the fast-growing group of twenty-seven 
similar ones in other colleges. Here the President of the 
Princeton Broadcasting Service, now a Junior, discusses 
the wider aspects of radio and their relation to Princeton. 


Henry Grant Theis 


One of the clearest extant photos of 
WPRB’‘s founder, from the cover of the 
Princeton Alumni Weekly, February 24, 1941. 
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Election Night, 1972 


“| started at WPRB a few months after the Kent State shootings of 
1970. When President Nixon ordered the bombing of Cambodia in 
late May, Princeton students went on strike and officially shut down 
the University. All of this contributed to the urgent tone of the ‘72 
election between Nixon and George McGovern, which WPRB’s 
news department covered live on the air. Scott Gurvey ‘73 [right] 
communicated with the other studios through an intercom system 
powered by a car battery, while | frantically pulled election results 
off a small black-and-white television.” 


Live Sports Broadcast on WPRU 


Announcer identities unknown. 
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My own journey with WPRB started freshman year at the fall activities fair. 
The WPRB table—blasting music, selling edgy T-shirts, giving away stickers, 
and flying a huge orange-and-black banner—could not have stood out more 
from those of its bland extracurricular competitors. | signed up for DJ training 


and was immediately hooked. 


Like a needle dropped perfectly into the groove of a spinning LP, | was guided 
through my Princeton experience by WPRB. | will never forget the nervousness 
and excitement of those first graveyard shifts, the power of knowing how to 
operate a 14,000 watt transmitter, the thrill of recording a live band, and the 


amazement that came from listening to types of music | never knew existed. 


The remarkable thing about these recollections is that they are not at all 
unique. Beginning with founder H. Grant Theis’s first broadcast from his 
dormitory room in 1940, and continuing through 2015, our 75th anniversary, 
WPRB has been providing similarly transformative experiences to dozens of 


students every year. 


As mass media becomes ever more corporate, as students feel ever more 
pressure to pursue a career at the expense of experimentation, as universities 
across the nation sell off their radio stations, the importance of an organization 
like WPRB cannot be overstated. WPRB’s broadly defined mission is to 
provide an educational experience to the students who run the station. This 
education goes well beyond gaining musical knowledge or learning how to 
run a business. It includes bookkeeping, engineering, publicity, fundraising, 


sportscasting, web design, social media, investigative reporting. 


No matter a student’s skills or interests, there is a place for them at WPRB. 
As various station alumni have remarked: it doesn’t matter what you studied 


at Princeton, because “you majored in WPRB.” 


Here's to celebrating 75 years of education, independence, 


and creative expression! 


—Alex Wood ‘02, President, WPRB Board of Trustees 


Program Schedule 


As featured in the Fall 1990 Program Guide, Caaess. 
with artwork by Melissa Ho ‘92. 


Radio Parlor Trick at 140 Feet 


Moe Rubenzahl ‘74 (left) demonstrates the mysterious force that causes an 
ordinary fluorescent light bulb to self-illuminate when brought near WPRB's old 
antenna in Holder Tower. He explained, “Any wire can pick up a radio signal 
and the closer you are, the more power you can receive. [So we'd] hold one 
end of the tube and touch the other to one of the guy wires that holds the 
antenna up. The guy wires capture enough of the signal to excite the tube, 
and once the tube lights, it stays lit, changing intensity as you move around.” 


With Daniel Ungar ‘74 (in tie and glasses.) 


University Archives, WPRB Records, box 9, folder 16 
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The Lonely Business of Radio 


Though no clock is visible in this dramatic photograph, it's not hard to imagine this unknown 
host holding down a late-night (or “graveyard,” in WPRB parlance) shift with a heroic sense 
of duty. Long after the last lights on campus have dimmed and car traffic has disappeared 


from Nassau Street, the voices of WPRB’s late-night hosts continue to fill the ether. 


University Archives, WPRB Records, box 9, folder 16. 


DJ Attitude 


Lily Prillinger ‘97 (right) with Sarah Teasley ‘96 and Frank Shepard ‘96 


“While svelte coeds were friskily tossing lacrosse sticks and wearing diamond stud 
earrings, | lumbered around campus draped in a long coat and self-loathing. While the 
Prep-zillas were having ragingly banal keg parties and blasting bland yet thoroughly 
emetic sonic sludge like Dave Matthews and The Spin Doctors—| listened valiantly 

(and alone) to my terminally fragile mixed tapes. It was a lonely existence. One day 

while skulking around campus, | met this cool-blooded, long-haired guy who was wearing 
an Eraserhead T-shirt. His name was Frank and he was the Clyde to my self-styled Bonnie. 
| suppose it was inevitable that | would eventually follow the proverbial flannel-cloaked 


Pied Piper down into to the subterranean universe of WPRB.” 


—Lily Prillinger '97 


This exhibition is a rather strange and wonderful 
thing for us current students and operators of 
WPRB to behold. The station is part of our present 
lives. Perhaps just this morning we were producing 
the same kind of creative debris that is displayed 
on these walls—absentmindedly doodling in the 
DJ notebook, defending our favorite reviews on 
tattered vinyls, or lovingly crafting a new playlist. 
But here, these artifacts are being impressively 
presented as part of a long and important historical 
narrative of offbeat American culture. Alongside 
them are the memories of people who felt the 
same way about them as we do and who are able 
to articulate how we will feel about them years 


from now. 


The objects here displayed are a glimpse into 
the possibilities of the future as much as a record 
of the past. They assure us that no scheme is 

too strange or too impossible for WPRB. They 
challenge us to act on our creative impulses. 
They tell us to appreciate our time in an alternate 
dimension where we are encouraged to produce 
anything but the ordinary. We are thankful to the 
trustees and alumni who retain this institutional 
memory; we are excited to continue our WPRB 
experience and we await the day that our 
memories will be added to its long history. 


Long live WPRB. 


—Zena Kesselman ‘17, Station Manager, 
Summer 2015 


The Lab 


Adoley Ammah-Tagoe ‘14 in 
WPRB’s auxiliary studio, AKA “The Lab.” 
Photo by Daniel Ungar ‘74. 


WPRU Presents Popular Music of Princeton 


This 1954 10" LP featured “the best numbers” by the the University Band 
the Tigertones, the Nassoons, the Glee Club, the Tigertown Five, and the 
Boomerangs. It was available for $3.25 at the University Store. 
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Curated by Michael Lupica and Daniel J. Linke 
Assistant Curator: Rossy Mendez 

Exhibit layout: John Walako 

Booklet design: Dan Ruccia ‘05 and Catherine Kulke ‘17 
Booklet Cover Image: Mawt Trood 


WPRB and the Princeton University Archives 
wish to acknowledge the following individuals for 
their support in bringing this exhibition together: 


John Baker 

Olivia Bradley-Skill ‘16 
Paul Dunn ‘58 

Julia Factorial 

Alan Flippen ‘84 

Aida Garrido ‘18 

Zena Kesselman ‘17 
Scott Konzelmann 
David Kurman ‘75 
Read Langan 

Gregg Lange ‘70 
Jamal Maddox ‘16 
Mitch McCloy ‘16 
Mandel Miller 

David Morris ‘03 
Jason Murison 

Paris Parker 

Tobias Robison *65 S*72 
Adam Rosen ‘91 


Bill Rosenblatt ‘83 
Moe Rubenzahl ‘74 
Robert Schuman ‘74 
Dipika Sen ‘13 
Laura Schnitker 
Frank Shepard '96 
John Shyer ‘78 


Jon Solomon 
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Jannon Sonja Stein ‘03 
Teri Noel Towe ‘70 
Daniel Ungar ‘74 


Jennifer Waits 
Harrison Waldon ‘17 
Gabriella Watts ‘14 
Jennie Werner ‘16 
Michael Witwer 
Alex Wood ‘02 
Michele Zhou ‘18 


Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript Library 
65 Olden Street 

Princeton, NJ 08544 
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December 15, 1940 


Henry Grant Theis ‘42 organizes Princeton's 
first campus radio station, WPRU. 


1943-1945 


WPRU shuts down until the end of 
World War II due to lack of manpower. 


February 15, 1960 


The FCC approves a 17,000 watt power 
boost for WPRB, making it the most powerful 
student-operated station in the world. 


1964 


WPRB takes part in the first 
national student coverage of the 
Johnson-Goldwater election, 
produced by the Ivy Network. 


1972 
WPRB signs with 
the ABC American 1974 
FM Radio Network. John Weingart’s *75 


“Music You Can't Hear on 
the Radio” debuts. 


December 25, 1988 


Jon Solomon presents his 
first holiday music special. 


May 26,1995. 
WPRB hosts its 30th annual _ 
evening with Jean Shepherd.” 


June 9, 2004 


The station moves from 
Holder Hall to its current _ 
location in Bloomberg Hall. 


} 2015 
Educational Advisor Mike Lupica 


launches WPRBhistory.org in honor 
of WPRB's 75th Anniversary. — 


WPREB Timeline 


February 8, 1941 


WPRU airs its first sports broadcast, 
a Harvard-Princeton basketball game. 


November 11, 1955 


WPRU becomes the 
country’s first commercial 
FM undergraduate radio 


October 25, 1963 station with the new call 


WPRB moves to stereo. letters WPRB. 


November 16, 1966 


. WPRB hosts its first comedy 
1970 | . night with Jean Shepherd. 


Three student reporters are 
arrested in Washington, DC, 

for being present at the People’s: 
Coalition for Peace and Justice 
May Day Demonstrations. . 


- 1986 


ie _WPRB is named Best 
~Commercial College Radio 


a oa 
at clearance rom the FCC to boost 
y, expanding its broadcast 
de Philadelphia. 


1999 
_WPRB begins 
online streaming. 
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